Abstract. In the Mediterranean Pliocene, rhythmic lithological variations in the Trubi and Narbone Formations (Pliocene -Lower Pleistocene) of Sicily and Calabria can be used to obtain detailed ("bed-to bed") chronostratigraphic correlations with a potential resolution of 20,000 years or less.
Introduction
At present detailed biostratigraphic correlations can be made on the basis of existing biozona tions in the Mediterranean Pliocene using planktonic foraminifera (CITA 1975a , SPAAK 1983 and calcareous nannofossils (RAFFI & RIO 1979) . It is suggested that the regional zonal units in question bear chronostratigraphic significance. A further refinement can be obtained by utili zing rhythmic sedimentation patterns characterized by sapropelitic or diatomaceous intercala tions as shown by RYAN (1972) and THUNELL et al. (1977) for the Pleistocene of the Eastern Mediterranean and by jONKERS (1984) for the Pliocene of Crete.
